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A ans to be thought. on. 


{CHEE INS f He Thoughts of one chat hath Wd relation 
TY las { for the preſent;to;nor any- expeQtation for 
Ed IPs the future from theBiſhops,orCarhedrals, 

pe:  REILE unles tt bethiszthar the one would preach 
=== Oftner 11 the other, bot of them gbyern 
and be oOverned better hereafter, thenheretofore ; la- 
bouring to advance the Goſpell,to promote Religion,to 
oppoſe. errour &t Do&rine, and viciouſneſſe in man- 
ners ; that our Chtrch may: be! called a Praiſe and 
Beautie all over the world; and become tertible 'as an - 
Army with Banners, to all Hereticks,and SeXifts,that} 
like Foxes, ſpoil our Vines, and like little Foxes de- 
| Rtroy our tender: Gropesc Which Reforfnarwnthe pray- 

- cth for ina way ofrighreonſnefſe, that it my have the 
blefling of the juſt, upon. it. 

1147 hath this Story: When a certain boy who had £laz 
fiollen away a golden'plate that fell from DYanzes h1b.5.cap. 
Crownewas brougkr in Juigemeont beforethe A4reopa- 16. Var. 
ite: thoſe Tudges; canſed Cockchall, Bones, Rattles, Hiſt 
and the,golden plate to be laid before the Child, in 
whom pcrceivihg. aft? incliafion aga1n fo the golden 
, plate,rather then to the Rattles, and other t hinge more 

ſurcableto his Childhood, ;withour pity ro his infancy, 


they 
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Noll me tangere. © 
-. they condemned him to death as a Sacrileger ; think- - 
ing it fit to cropthat finne' and wickednefſe which they 
difcerned to be inhim, being yet but in the Blade and | 
Herbe. _ Oy & 7 SRO 
The Defires, Diſcourſe, and Thoughts of ſome men _ 
are to aboliſh Epiſcopacy, and the Cathedrall Church- 
es, and to take away their Lands, andto give them to. 
the King, or to uſe them for the necaſitie bf the Com- 
mon-wealth,orto mend with them'the maintenance of 
preaching Minifters, or alienate them to ſome other 
perſons or .imployments, it matters not greatly . with - 
' them to whom, or to what,ſo they can ſweep the Cler- 
gie of their Revenue that remains as heretofore already 
hath been done infome other part of their Mainte- 


ta. 


Nance. Ar h 
Now it the true cauſe of theſe Deſires were diſcove- 
red it wowld appear to beſuch a diſpoſition of mind as 
was ine£ laps Boy, and @ naturall inclination to D74- 
zas golden plate;as. wiſe: King Herry the eighth told 
_ a Courtier. that wasbuſie this way. Mr. Fox rclates 
the Story 1nthis manner.” | | 
After tle riches and treaſures of -the Monafteries 
were brought into the Kings hands, in the diffolving 
- whereof manyCormorints were fed and ſatisfied; yer 
not ſo fully bur that in few yeares they beg2n to wax 
hungrte again + and no more being looked for out of 
the, Abbies, rhey-began totick!e the Kings cares with 
the tich revenues of- the Biſhops Lands- and ſer- Sir | 
Thomas-Sermor, , a Knight of the privie Chamber on- 
work to promote it. He complaines in the Kings eares- 
that Arch-Biſhop CTarmer feld Woods, and Tet Lea- 
Testo'enrich his wife, and her kindred, keeping little 
Hoſpitalitie, and that it was the opinion of many wiſe 
men, 


Noli me tangere.' © 
men, that it were fitter the Biſhops ſhould have a year- |þ 
ly ſtipend in money out of the Kings Exchequer then to 'Þ 
be troubled with the temporall affairs of thexr revenues | | 
being an impediment to their ſtudy &paſtorall charge 
and his Highnefſe to' have their Lagds and, revenues 
ro his proper uſe; which beſide their yearly ſtipend 
would de no {mall profir to the King. The wiſe King 
finding himby the ſenr, ſends the Knight over ro Lam- 
zeth,to bid the Arch-Biſhop come overin thc afternoon | 
rothe King,the Knight finds the Arch-Biſhops Hall ful 
of people, ſome of the poorer ſort, others of indifferent 
quality : all therables covered for Dinnerfor them, and 
being carried upto the Biſhop, after his' Errand done, 
the Biſhopmakes him ſtay Dinner with him amengſt 
perſonages of good quality at his Table, which was fur- 
niſhed as might beſcem a Prince. The . Knight after 
dinner returns to the King, falls down” before'him on 
his knees, acknowledgeth the injury he had- done the 
Biſhop, being tal the miſrepors was made unto 
him by others. O Sir, quoth the' King, have-you found 
out the truth now > He was avery varlet that rold you 
that tale ;. but I perceivewhich way the wind blowes.' 
There area ſort of you to whom I have-liberally given 
of the revenues and poſlefions of the: = <;ovopa Mona- 
ſeries ; which, like asyou have lightly gotten, ſo you 
have/unthriftily ſpent, ſome at Dice, others ongay ap- 
parrel, and other wayes worſe; I feare:-and ow you 
would make another Cheivance of the Biſhops Lands 
to accompliſh your greedy appetites: And fo charged 
him he might ;heare no'more of thar matter :So-farre - 
Mr Fox. Now in theſe Catchpoles ſee thecunning of 
- the Devill, that. is called facriledge the very unclean 
Spirit;that breathes the ſ: Gy” Gr now inthe —_ 

= 2 ...0 
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of our Burres & Tenterhooks. Is-he not-a devout Devill 
and carefull of Gods Service, that it may be well per- 
formedby the Clergy > For, for this purpoſe he will 
takeaway their, Lands, thar they may follow their ftu- 
dics.and not be encombred about them:Ishenot carefull 
of the-Clergie, that they may have an honeſt com 
tent-Stipend > Is- he not carcſull of the King: profir, 

_ thathe. may havethe Biſhops Lands to his Highreſſe 
uſeand commodity-?.,The very pirit of many. of our 
peoplear this tame;to the ſame purps'e, but in an hizher 
degree of Sacriledge : for whereas they ſought onely 
after the Biſhop. Landsthey ſeck after the Cathedralt 
Churches. .alfo.z, cvill proceeding alwayes to more e- 
will ., and. waxing, worſe: ind worſe in rime. But alt 

thele goodly, Pxctences are Hypocriticall, and the macks 
of vile..nuquityand holy-Theft : for it wasnorthe Cler- 
Sie: profit. theyaoked, _ for that! they grudoed: them; 
NElt r the; Kings <ommiodiry;;;for that was but their 
ſhooing-horne todray him ofrrofir their foot ; brit it 
was.their owne covetcouſtiefle, by which they fought tO 
ſatis fie their prideyrior, wanton and greedy tuſts : : be- 
ing berein like witothe Maſter of theur Art,the Traitor 
Jad, that gtdging Chridt'rhe womans ointment, 2s a 
waſte, would willingly have had.it fold, pretending that 
16. might-haue detn/given to thepoore - not that he' ca- 
red-far thepogtebut.iease Thiofe,and\carried the Bag - 
intowhich ithe.could have gor the oinrtaent he would 
have wiped the poareof it, andlicked his owne fingers, 
which were already:in Chrift his-pocker, and irched after 

. Mariez;coft beſtowett'on:his-Lord! and Maſter. Such 
Ware cheſe Harpies-afdrſtich-afetmany.row, talking in 
theirvery ftrein+ whoif they fail of their deſired oint- 
ments.z Will not: ſtick, rather then fails; to ſell the 


Lord 
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Lord Chrift Ieſus himſelf, as 7944s did, for thirtie pie- 
ces of ſilver. Now nothifig 1s wantins to theſe” fiens 
deſerved puniſhment, but a grave Bench of-ſitch"Trdges 
asthe Areopagite, who adjudged the factifeSiouis' boy* + 

 todeath. 72.6 nf TW COIBUens 1 
Surely, this 15 a mighty diſgrace t6>the Religion we -- 

_ profeſle, that ſince the Neforifiation, alt theris © _ 
Thoughts doe runne, cycn 11 tithes '6f greater about | 
and lezrning in the Church;then heretofore, to pill atid!: 

poll the Minifterie,znd bring ir touncomely and defot- | 

med Begperic ; the {weetneſſeof the bread of God, as 

william Rufus {aid begerting a greater deſire @f it (incee-. 

the ſtarute of diſſolution) even! a5 the fittking 'of the. 

ſheeps bloud begers defire of bloud,” and britiss that de- 

fire in the Maſtive, into-a trade of riveting ahd de-- 

vouring, after he hath once taſtedrhe ſweetheſſe of it.So 

that as the old Parriarch 7ardÞ\ fgid of hi*Children, 

whert Beajamin was ſent for by 1oſeph itito' Egypt. Tee 

have berraved me of my children, :ofephi# not , and Si- Gen,g2 

meon s z0t., and yee will take” Benjamin! alſo : all theſe | 

thiigs ave agatufsme. So'may the' Clersie of Evpland 
complain 2nd fay* yee havetakett away try Tithe, ahd 
my glebeard myny other profits ' Are not, and tow yee 
will takeawaythe reſtof my Revenue + all theſe chings 
are a&$91nſt mee, may the Church of Eneland fry; wn- 
leſſe,purtig up that prayer'6f the! Parriafch he pre* — ._.. 

vail' 1m it wirh' God + Nos'God flmichty gioeme favour GO: #3 

in theeves of the men, that they may ſexd back that that=is 

taken away alreads, and let That alone that yet rema ineth. 

Certiihly,there if bh XSinde a< Sacriledge ro this 

day arid 1f thi: be nor that finne - I 2m deceived by So- 

lomes: : It ic a ſnave to the maiiywho devoureth That that «q 

holy, ard after Towes to make engquirie, (ad eft) Th: SY | 
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which is conſecrated and - devoted, and ſo ſepatate to 

any ſervice.of God in his Church, will prove a ſnare 

to that Man, now it is out of humane power by 
Donation to God, that ſhall, after. ſuch Donation, fall 

on Enquiries, whether ſuch a Service or employment - 
be.needfull ; and then: concluding it is not, to alienate 

and take backe againe to humane uſage, that that is. 

thus devoted, and ſo deyoure it : which was his inten- ' 

tion, when heentred into his Enquiry. 6k 
Rom. 22 Certainely the Sinne of Sacriledge is'great. Thou 
2b that abhorreft 1dols, committeſf thou Sacriledge 2 By 
| which it appeares to be as bad at leaft as is Idolatry, 

And this place is ſpecially to be noted, by them that 

pretend mainly againſt Superftition and Idolatry, and: 

t are hotly ſet for Sacriledge. Bb 

.. Idolatrythath beene ever bountitull in the ſervice of 


| Idols: Theu beſt taken my Flax and my wooll, my Corne 
Hoſ.2. 8. ant mine Oyle,my Silver and my Gold, and prepared them 
Exel.» for Baall. And we reade of decking and adorning of Idols 
16. inmoſt coſtly manner. And we reade alſo of liberall . 
r.King. and honourablemainrenance for Prieſts that ſerved a- 
18.19. bout theworſhip of theſe Idolls. Zezabetl allowed ma- 
ny hundreds of them an, Ordinarie at her Table; And 
in the great ſeven yeares Famine of Egypt, when all 
Gen the Egyptians lands were ſold to P-araw, for bread, 
>  _ onely -the lands of the, prjefts Joſe/h did not buy; 
. *X..c> " for the-Prieſts-had a portion of -Pharach, and did eat 
itheir portion which” Pharaoh gave them : wherefore 
they ſold not , their Lands. - oo | 
; Now this the Devill -.attempteth not to hinder , 
neither 'cries. he. out , 44 guid bc. perdzt302 becauſe 
it -advanceth his .Kingdome.. But Sacritedge with 
| - 


: _ . Not wee tangere, _ OE 
us. ſtrikes at the toot of Gods true ſervice and-re- 

- ligion, being a meanes im time to introduce. Barba- 
ine , to deſtroy Learning , and .to ruine the wor- 

. ſhip of the' true God. * And this is the reaſon why the 
Devillis ſo buſte (hearing of a Reformation and-pur- 

-gationof the Church from ſuperſtitionsRoman Dregs, 
which 1s as it were an abborring of Idols) to ad- 

.yance {acriledge and ſet that on foot, as a thing well 

_ ſerving bis turne, to ſtrike withall at root-and branch- 

es of true pictie and religion, that it may not prove 

' ſomuch aReformation asa deſtruction thereof inthe 

latter end. Which conrſe J#l:az the Apoſtata himr 

{elf thought fitteſt to extirpate the Chriſtian Name, 

and Falth. Sabie? £4 M1 Og 
Certainly the ſinne of Sacriledge is dangerous 

more wayes then one. Dangerous, it'1s to private men : 
that commit it. Make them like a Wheels, as ſtub- pſa1.$z. 
ble before the wind, perſecute them with thy tempeſts, 12. 

fill their faces with ſhame, let them be trohbled- and 

confounded for ever who ſaid, Let #« take. the houſes of 

God to our ſelves m poſſeſſton, Ananias and Sapphire 

were ſmitten dead for this finne. And Peters ſpeech: 

reacheth us what it is, ſaying, #bzle Zt remained was it AR, 52.5 

not thine owne's and when it ws ſold, was tt zot in thine 10. 
 owne power ? implying when 'it was once devoted it Vf. 4. 

- was not in their powers to, take it back againe* which. 

thing becauſe they' did, in 'keeping back part of the . 

price, they were ſmitten and periſhed with untimely 

Death. And the puniſhment of Achan 1s NOtOTIOUs, Toſc7s 


. that forrakinga wedge of Gald, and = Babiloniſh Gar- 
ment from” among the devated things of Jericho, was 


 . Nored unto death. 


Dangerous is "it alſo: to more publick perſons 
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even to the heads ang -principall members of the 
Common yealth,..the. Kings. and Princes rhereof. 
We reade how Betſhazzar,im a great Feaſt ſends for 
_ the golden Veſſels which his Gather Nevuchadnezzar 
hadtaken out of the, Temple - at Jer«falem, to drink 
Wine in them himfelf, His Princes his-wives and'con- 
cubines : Now at the very-inſtantappeared the Fungers 
of an Hand, on the plaiſter of the wall of his Pallace, 
where, he fate ; which the King ſeeing, hi countenance 
was Changed, and his mind ſorroubled, that bts joints 
- were looſed, and his knees ſmote one ag11nſt the other ; 
aid the Fingers wrote theſe words on the VVall, Ged 
hath numbred thy. k;ngdome and finiſhed it ; thou art 
weighed inthe Ballance and art found wanting , thy King- 
dome is aruided from thee, amd gitien to the | Medes and 
Perſians: Then Mark the end” of ,Sacriledge, 17 that 
 mht was Belſhazzar flazne, Which preſent exemplary 
\-- Judgement fell; upon him immediately upon the private 
- - miſtfage of the facred Veſſells, at his owne Table,that 
had been conſecrated and devoted to the ſervice of Gods 
Temple; And his Father NeZuchadnezzar, that brought 
them away out of ghe Temple at - Zeruſuler, was thruſt 
_ , by Goll out of ht kingdome,and driven from the ſonnes 
-*- © of men, and had his heart made like unto a Beaſts heart 
_ ._and;his dwelling was. with the wilde- Aﬀes, and he 
was fed with Grafſe, like-Oxen, and his body was wet 
with the dew of heavens. till ſeven'times, that is, fever 

= yeates had paſted aver Mok... oc) ogg ont 
*And he that. ſhal..look into tories ſhall finde fearfull 


"examples of his juice, on Sxcriledgers; whoiſpares not: 
Kmss ig-his wrath,: when they will fange: proudly; 1m 
this ktnde again{t him. | | rofl Quay 1-5 ff] 
; Ourowne-Annalls. tefl us of King Wilram Rufuc , 
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and his Nephery the Sonne of Robert Duke of Normatt- 
dy - both ſlaine, in hunting in that ſame Forreſt, that the 
Conqueror, his Father, and Grandfather to his Nephew, 
had made,and himſelfe had augmented, with the utter ru- 
ine of many Chappels,Churches,and Religious houſes. 
And it may be obſerved, That Herry the eighth (in 
whole time the Statutes of Diflolution was, and. the 
Tythes alienated by Statute, in revenge of the Popes de- 
laying his divorce, rather than for any other reaſon) was: 
met wirhall by God : for all his poſterity, though they 
came reſpectively to the Crown, . yet were they written 
 Childlefſe,and he quickly,in them,turned out of the King- 
ly poſſeſſion, and the Crown transferred to a branch, that 
ſprang from his Father Herry the ſeventh, under whoſe 
ſhadow we have had reſt for .many years, and have cauſe 
to pray;that God would make that branch to flouriſh,and 
blefſe and water the Buds of it, that they may thrive and 
proſper in Princely vertue, Dignity and Honour, while the - 
Sun and Moon ſhall ſhinein Heaven. =—___ 
But the forc-mentioned Judgements on Sz2erilegious 
Princes conſidered, doe difcever unto ns, That thoſe that 
talke fo much of raking away the Lands of the Church, ; 
and returning them to the Crown, from whence they ſay | 
| they came(and from whence, no doubt, but ſome of them 
came indeed) deale Chiidiſhly with God,who expects our _ | 
Vowes ſhould be payd and kept : for he hath no delight Ecchel.s. 
inFooles that arc off andon,in and out with him : giving 4, 
now, and ation taking away what hath been formerly g1- 
ven, like fooliſh Babes : and alſo deale injurioufly with 
the King, ſeeking to enrici his Crown, with That that 
will ſhake it onthis head, and endanger both himſelfe, and 
his Royall Progeny and Poſterity to ſuch feartull judge- 
ments as have beene executed, even on Kingr, for fimilar 
B | ſinne. 
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ſinne. So that of ſuch men, however their Fables pleaſe 
the Sacrilegious multitude, and what ever paint of Elo- 
quence may ſeem to ſpeak, of their Reſpects and Service 
this way for the King : yet Truth will never ſay of them, 
chey be of the nnmber of thoſe,that, for the grace of their 
lips ſhall have the King their friendzwho 15 wiſe, like an 
Angel of God, in diſcerning Sacriledge to be a findete- 
ſtable before God, and therefore holds it odious to his 
Princely Heart. | | 
And it is dangerous alſo to the Common-wealth it ſelf. 
This fin in Achaz became not onely a ſnare to bimfelfe, 
in which he was taken,and held unto deſtruction ; bur all 
Iſrael was troubled by the fin of that one 4ch49, and the 
Army of Iſrael! diſcomfited, againe and againe, before the 
men of Az, till ſuch time, as,by their folemne humiliati- 
on,and the death of Achaz, the Sacriledger : the iniquity 
Joſ.7. was purged,and the Lord appeaſed. 

_ * Neither let any man think, that this will take away 
the nature of ſinne from the alienation of Church Lands, 
that it is done by a nationall Aſſembly of the States in 

© Parliament : whoſe proceedings and SanRions muſt be by 
rule from. God; otherwiſe, they become more our of 

- meaſure finfull, than a&ions of like quality in private 

' men. The Lawesof Stateare not therefore juſt, becauſe, 
_ enectedby the State ;but when they agree with the com- 
mon Rules of Juſtice,that God hath given to every Sonne 
of Man. The truth is, many proud and fooliſh men doe 
Idolize a Nationall Aﬀembly, as if it had not a ſuperiour 
Rule, to which it ought to frameall its Actions and De- 
greg ; but, like a kind of omnipotent creature, (like the 
Pope to the Canoniils) it werea Load God upon Earth, 


and, Will; which is a fingalar dotage, a prophane con- 
tempt 


and mightenaQ; with Juſtice, accarding to its owne Vote *|. 
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tempt of God, the high and Soveraigne Law-giver, and 
2 mightic derogation to the true worth, and pietic that 
is in the Breaſts (of many I am ſure) ofour wiſe and 
godly Patriots ; who have ſo learned Chriſt, that they 
will make his will their Rule and Law, and his Glory 
| theirultimate and finall aime. 

It will not therefore, I fay, take from Sacriledge the 
nature of ſinne, that it is committed by a Nationall Af- 
ſembly , giving their Sanction thereunto : but it will 
encreaſe the evill and make it a Nationall ſinne,' invol- 
vingthe Common-wealth therein. Firſt, in her Nobi- TOR 
lity, as, Make their Nobles like OF? and Zev, yea, Plal, 83: 
all their Princes like Zebah and- Zalmunnah , that ** © 
ſay, Let us take to our ſelves in poſſeſhon the hou- 
fas of God inthe Land ; and lap up the Gentrie, the Ci- 
tizens, the Knights, and Burgeſſes, the whole Commons 
of England, yea the whole Nation in the ſinne ; for fo _.. 
ſaith God, Yee are curſed with a carſe, ever the whole Na. P1al.3.8. 
tion, for yee have robbed me ;, andyee ſay, wherein? for they 9. 
would not believe it, more, then many of ourpeople at 
this preſent : yet Gol tells them, They hadrobbed him 17 
Tithes and Offerings : A thing which Heathens would 
not doe to their Idolls : #1] a man ſpoil bis Ged , ſaith 
the Lord > that is, He will not : Tet yee have ſporled mee, 
. 7a Tithes, and Offerrngs, faith the Lord of Hoſts, that 
hath an Hoſtto avcnge him at pleaſure, on the moſt 
mighty Sacrilegers - for he is ſtronger then the Hills or 
Mountains of Robbers. Addeunto all this, That it will 
make itthe more finfull in that it ſhall be committed by | 
a Law ; which ſhould be enacted for the prevetition of fin M1 9:4 
and not for the commiſſion. Shall the Throne of iniquity 
have fellorſhip with thee, that frameth miſchief ly a Law 2 
Shall not the people thus fall under the judgements which 
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God hath threatned to them, that walke after unrighte- 
ous Ordinances, and the Law-givers themſelves be bran- 
ded, as Feroboem was, that they make the people ſinne > 
Hich.6. The Lord threatens the people thus , Thou ſhalt ſow much 
15- - but thou ſhalt not reap : thou ſhalt tread the Olrves, but 
thou ſhalt zot anoint thee with the Oyls. and ſweet Wine, 
p bat ſhalt not drinke Wire : tow ſee the reaſon of this 
Verſ. 16, threatning, For the Statutes of Omri are kept, and all 
the workes of the houſe of Ahab,and yee walk 19 their (oun- 
ſels,that' 7 ſhould make thee a deſolation,awd the Inhabitants 
an hiſi1ng, And fee the iſſue and danger of their naughty 
| Lawes, as the Prophet Hoſea ſets it forth more fully in 
| Heſ.5.to the Law-makers themſclyes : The: Princes of Judah are 
| [ike them that remoove the bounds,(1d eſt, The Land-marks, 
to encroach on others Lands)-therefore 1 will poure out my 
Verſ. 11. wrath upon them, like water ; And in the people - They are 
oppreſſed and troken in judgement, becauſe they willingly 
walked after the Commandement : therefore I will be to E- 
phraim 4 Moth, and to the houſe of Judah like rottenneſſe. 
And for any thing we know;the ſweeping away of Tithes 
and Things conſecrated heretofore, although by a Law, 
| have brought ſome of the common preſſures and-calami- 
ries,for which there are ſuch perplexed thoughts of heart, 
or, at leaſt, have made our miſcries the more heayy and 
grievous, from the hand of God. 
However,ccrtainly it is a thing inconſiſtent with Rea- 
fon, That Things Conſectated to Gods ſervice, in the 
intention of the Doner, although with ſome Error abour: 
che ſervice, ſhould be taken altogether away from God, 
and alienated to any private uſage , and perſonall ſer- 
vice of men uncapable of attendarte on any holy im- 
pioyment. | 
_ Andit isa thins ſcncelefle, That any Law-man ſhows: 
| 1ave 
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have the Tithes, the onely maintenance, appointed by 
' GOD toLev:, while his Tabernacle Rood, for his ſer- 

vice thereabout, and after to-Chriſt in his Miniſters, for - 

their labour in his ſcrvice, as long as Chriſt doth live 

which 1s for ever where one difference betwixt the Levi- 

call Prieſts and Chriſt, is placed. in this, That they 4-7-8. 
under the Tabernacle take Tithes that dyed ; But here he 

taketh them, of whom it 1s ſaid, He [zveth for ever, Of 

which Text this is the meaning, That Tithes are not 4 
Leviticall and mutable maintenance, but the eteraall main- 

texance of Gods ſervice uſed before the Law,when the Prieſt- 

hood was inthe Father of the Famaly, fur the proviſion of Sa- 

crifices accordimg to the intent of Jacobs Vow; ſtared on Gen2s. 
(»ot firſt 19vented for) Levie, during Levie's Seruice:But 20: 
when the body came, which was Chriſt, and Levie with all his 
typicall ſervice,was to be aboliſhed, then ceaſed not the Tythes 
1n right, (though in Praftice, By reaſon of the Paganiſme 
of Princes ,' 12 whoſe domintons the Chriſtian Faith 
ſprang up, they werent paid in the Charch)bat were tran(- 
ferred to Chrift, and hs Servants, and Miniſters, to be » 

their Maintenance as long as Chrift ſhall live, which 1s, for 

ever, This ſeemes to me the true ſence of the place : 

and indeed it is a ſenceleſle thingto think, That God hath 

left the Miniſters of his Goſpell, whoſe ſervice is more c 
honourable then that of Levz, both for clear Revelation OD OP 
of Chriſt,andalfo for labour and paines : for the Levites ; Tj. 
were but Butchers to, the Miniſters of the Goſpell ; and x4. 5. & 
their labour was bodily, that tended to the preſervation 16. & 

of their health ; 1a which thev continued notwithſtand- 1 7.5. 
ing but from five and twentte yeares to fiftie. But ours 17: & 

1s mentall and yerball, and never at an end : That GodI 17 194.4-2 
ſay, ſhould leave theſe Miniſters to the mercy and charity 

of men, to be provided for by the Almes and charitable 
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Benevolence ofthe ill diſpoſed people of the laſt times; 

whom he forefaw ſo to love their pride, pleaſures, and 
luſts, that" they would rake and ſcrape by hook and crook 
not onely one from another, but from his heavenly Maje- - 
ty alfo; although the Lawes of former generations, had _ 
as firmly eſtated and eſtabliſhed him in h1s poſſeſſion, as 
the Lawesof Man, with the Curſes and Impr-cations of 
thoſe that endowed God Almighty could poſſibly eſtate, 
and ſtive an 1ntereft unto him. - = 
And the rather,if we conſider that he forekgew, that c- 
. ven many that would profeſſe Religion in an exaQter way 
then others, would yet pretend, his Miniſters ſhould have 
a competency, ( Sir Thomas Seymor, before mentioned 
did to Hexrytheeight) which when it ſhould came to _ 
their Standard, would be a baſe unworthy Salary, able 

onely to preſerve a Miniſter alive in a thouſand wants, 

while he doth live, and 'to leave his Wife and Children 

" to begafter his diſeaſe. And the Lord fore-knew the un- 

godly reaſon, would be pretended, v2z, That Riches in- 
" the Clergic are not ſuteable to the ſimplicity of Chriſt, 

and his Apoſtles : A plauſible rhing with fooliſh people, 
That ſince Chriſt died on the Croffe, never think a Mi- 


Pillory. But alas ! was the Povertie of Chriſt andhis A- 
poſtles any part of their ſimplicity > Becauſe our Saviour 
that was heire to the Crowne,which was uſurped by He- 
© 70d, yas kept from it,muſt a Miniſter, that hath an inheri- 
tance be put by it and given to another, becauſe it irmore 
agreeable to the himplicity of Chriſt, who was ſo dealt 
withall > I had thought our caſe"lving under Chriſtian 
| Kings and Lawes had beene different from the caſe of 
Chriſt, that came to be a man of nothing, by voluntagie 
fubje*ion, towork out our Redemption; and neither ” | 
| | | feacl 


nifter in his Elem=nt, unleſſe he be in priſon, or on the - 


| Noli me tangere. "2% 
teach us to become begging Friers, nor you to becotne 
cruell perfecutours, and crafty,and bloudy Herods, And I 
did think, and do think, that there is nothing neceſfarie 
concerning the ſimplicity of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
but binds every common Chriſtian,to the very Kings and 
Princes as well as the Miniſters of Chrift : neither do I 
ſee any thing in the Scriptures to the contrary, nor in 
right reaſon : neither why hundreds and thouſands by the 
yeare, ſhould be thought fit enough, for anordinary Gen- 
tleman, or Citizen, fomtimes a Dunce ang a fordid fel- 
low too, and ſuteable enough tothe ſimplicity of Chriſt - 
and his Apoſtles, in them ; and that there ſhould be no 
ſuteablenefſe in Miniſters as wile, as godly, as charitable 
as other men, unleſle they be kept down in beggerie and 
poyertie. It is a thing hathguld the world much, in point 
of Church-government, That the Apoftles times, and 
matters of fa&t, incident to their condirion under perſe- 
,cutours, are accounted Rules for the kingdome of Chriſt: - 
whereas Lawes be our Rule, and their Examples binds us 
no further, then the things they give us examples in, be ex- 
amples of morall' Duties charged upon us by Divine pre- 
cepr, the onely-thing commands a duty,.and forbids a fin, Ram. 
and makes its tranſgreſſion finfull. OY 
It were therefore a worthy work and fitting a Parlia- 
mentary Reformation ro think of reſtoring the Tyrhes to 
the proper owners (for they are now inan improper hand) 
rather then oftaking away the refidue of the Lands, rhar 
having eſcaped the Talons of the Harpie, remain yer to 
the Clergy: eſpecially confidering, That the impropriat i- 
ons are one main caufFof ſcandalons and ignorant Mini- 
ſters in many places ofthe Land, which thing (bleſſed be 
God) the Parliament propoſeth a redrefle of 3 and which 
how-the impropriatours will anſwer to Chriſt,in the day 
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of judgement, (when all the ſoules that have periſhed, 
through wanr of ſufficient maintenance for a ſufficient 
Miniſterie,by reaſon of their Sacriledge ſhall be required 
of them) let them bethink them. 

The. Lands of Cathedral! Churches, are the Requeſts 
of men dead long agoe, with fearfull Imprecations made 
againſt theſe that ſhould alter their Wills and Teſta- 
ments. Now the Apoftle ſaith, 1f:t 56 4ut a mans Teſftc- 
ment, nowan altereth it, No man > Why, there be many 
men ao ſet that way, and they pretend zeale in Religion 
and a purpoſe of doing God ſervice, 1n 10 doing too : 
Why then faith the A poftle, No mag altereth amans Te- 
ſtament 2 Surely his meaning is no manought, or no ho- 
_neft man will alter the Teſtament of a manthat is dead, 

his Will being made lawfully, though baply,not ſo wiſe- 
ly or conveniently as'it might have been, nor to ſo good a ' 

- purpoſe ashe might have beftowed his goods and Lega- 

cies, or Lands :. for, That: which he might lawfully have 
done with his goods while he was alive ; there 15 00 rea- 
ſon, if he bequeathed them to the ſame purpoſe, when he 
dyes, but his Will ſhould ftand and remain to. that uſe, 
after his Death, as intemerate, as.if he were now preſent 

and alive to diſpoſe his Beneficence. NIRTA 

But you will ſay untome, They may be better imployed 

| in ſome other uſe,as,to mend the maintenance of preach- 
ing Miniſters;, and-that now-rhey ſerve onely to ſupport 
AndI fay-unto-you if you phanſie any thing better or 
know atty other good work, either better in truty, or bet- 
ter inyour cqnceit,and cſteem,on-Gods Name,give {ome- 
thing:of your” own to the maintenance therev!, PErmut- 
ting them that bedead. to enjoy their own VVill and De- 
fire, in that, 12 which they put you to no charges, 
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We know, that Chriſt our Lord, who was wiſedome, 
and Juftice it ſelf, in thatParable,rakes it for an undoubted 
Maxim, that a man ( in a lawtulb way, may doz2 what he 
will with his own : for giving a pennie to him that la- 
boured but one houre, and a pennic alfoto him, that en- 
dured the heat of the Day ; when this man mrrmured, 
that the former was equally rewarded; the Maſter pleads 
his own lawfull liberty, for the diſpoſure of that which 
was bis own, conteſting with the murmurer, as 2 man of 
an evil eye, at his goodnefſe and bounty towards the 0- 
ther ; and maintaines his owne diſpleaſure, in that he had 
not injured the other of his libcrality. By force of wh ich 
paſſage, this 1s emergent, That if men be diſpoſed to ho- 
nour ſome of the Clergy,although not labouring fo ſivea- 
tily in the work of the Miniſterie as others doe,if the con- 
ferred honour be of their own charges, there is no reaſon, 
why any mans Eye ſhould be evill at their goodneſle, 
who , by the common right of Nature and Nations 
(that hold propriety againſt Anabaptiſtical community) 
may do what lawful thing they will, with that that is 
their own, even as others doe daily who though they give 
nothing to the Clergie, yet commonly leave eſtates of 
. great amount to men, that obtaining theſe eſtates , give 

over all imployment,laborious and profitable in the com- 

mon-wealth, and live idly, and like Drones ; and yet no 

man queſtions the gift of their friends,nor their unprofita- | 
blelife,although they be bur burthens to the earth-nor talk 
they of a better imployment of the things that hath bin be- 
queathed to them- notwithſtanding the Perſons, peradven- 
ture, be Idiots, Sots, debauched perſons, and ſuch as be 
not onely idle, and unprofit2ble, but wicked and nox10us 
|: tothoſe 2mong whom they live,baſely waſting, and con- 
ſuming, in drunkennefſe, whoredome, and riot, that Front 
| & ZHI ub- 
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{ubſtznce thus befallen unto them : many of which kinde 

of men we have;that call themſelves Gentlemen,who are 

%\ notof the worthy deſcer.ded Gentry of the Land, but a 
diſgrace to that Name and Title : and yet LO man grud- 

veth them tie fortunes left them by th ctr enefactor”, 
ſometimes ro kinne to them at all : much lefle doth any 

of 11 PO plo  with,or once ſpeak of th e taKiNg trom them 

th: if t! 12t they polleſſe - but think it both juſt and reaſon:- 
ble they ſEonld Rill enjoy ther that was given to them: 

and tne Contrary injurious both to rhe livein Z and the 


de: 'd. 

Second [yt 15 15 that that mk e: mon ſo barren in theſe 
Gale%,ll SIving any tÞing to the Minit *Crv, Or tO OfNer P1- 
ous ſupport of Gods ſervice: OC. mic tie) ſet oaflnr2nce, 


che thinss trey would i ould cortirud to the end of the 
\\ 'orl,tha 11 continue three : EFATIONS alter trem :; 

but, on the contrary, that the VWils of Men of RN 

rims, be altered, perverted, cnaleh) by 6 {ucceeding time 

ACCOrdINg a5 they phanſie, and to ſave their 01 wn purſes, or 
to enrich themſelves and their poſterity on the mainte- 

nance, God c2l:, his own portion. - 
Thirdly, ] I foy;they gave their L: Dd» to fuch and ſuch a 
Church ; for ſuch;or ſuch a ſervice Of f God,r Hat 1h their 
darke times was moſt i in ule, aud 11 their igrention, and as 
they were inftrycted, moſt hon watably 'y to God. Now, if 
we in times of ereater light, ſce better {crvice may be 
done to God, by the ſame Perſons,viz. Deanes, Canons, 
Prebendaries -1n the fame Churches, thus endow ed ; ON 
Gods Name,let us reforme thoſe perſon, and put th em ON 
ſuch imp! OyMent,as is competent 'with the VW1ll of the 
Dead,in theſame Churches which they endowed; andnot 
take away the m2intenance that 15 corfecrate to Gods * 
ſervice, nor that ſervice neither to which itwas given,but 
onely 
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onely ſuperadd ſome ſervice to the former, remembring 
the charge of God to Hoſes, That Eleazar ſhould take Numb. 
the Brazen Cenſures of the ſeditious Levites, which Cod 16-37: 
appointed them not to make, nor appointed that ſervice 
to be fo pertormed by them, yet muſt they be ſerrched 
and ſcraped out of the Duſt and Aſhes of the burnine, to 
make broad plares, for a covering for the Altar, and not 
to be turned to any private uſe : for, ſaith the Text, They 
are hallowed (that is confecrate ) to the Lord, although 
in a wrong and prepoſterous way. . 

Now this may be done with the Cathedrall, in my ap- 
preheniton, with great glory and beautie to the Chriſti- 
an reformed Religion, in this, or ſome ſuch way. 

Firſt, Where every Cathedrall hath Revenues enous!;, 
to maintain the Deanes, Canans, Prebends, wirhout any 
other Cenefices, that have cure of Soules, let them drink 


C 


the watcr 0:their 0yn Ciſterne, without drawing from 
any other Vel!, and be denied the poſſeſſion of any Ec- 
cleftaſtical! endowmert , and kept to their motions with- 
in their own Sphere, 24 e/7, their Cathedrals. | 
Secondly, whereas everie Prebend thar hath a Corps, 
might afford a ſuthiciert maintenance, but that it is. let 
out at preſent, ina long Leaſe, for a ſmall Rent; ſome 
one fingular Prebend, row and then making benefit -of 
of agreat Fine, to whoſe Let it falls; the Leafee living - 
bravely, on the Leaſe in the mean time, and the Prebend 
having little yearly Income ; It would do well, to raiſe a 
yearely maintenance, of one hundred, two hundred, or 
three hundred pound, per 42#um, or as much as the Pre- 


bend will beare. Ard where the Prebend will not bear it, 


25 in ſmall Prebend:, or thoſe that have no Corp? to pur 
two or three of them together, and fo lefſe1 the number 
of them, or let the bigger help the lefler, that fo there 

. IS may 
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may be a ſufficient maintenance for eyerie Prebend, with- 
out any other Eccleſtaſticall Living. | | 
This may be done by letting the Prebendsto the Te- 
nants in Fee Farm for ever,onely yeelding ſuch an Annual 
Rent, as the perpetuall Inheritance were worth to pur- 
chaſe, unlefſe we can be content with patience, to ſuffer 
the Leaſes to runout nearer their end , till they would 
afford ſufficiency of maintenance ; which were the better 
way of the two, to produce a ſufficiency for ſo excellent a | 
work, as this may prove, it wife men have the handling 
of it. 
Then Let everie Deane,Canon, and Prebend, be bound 
to refidence at the Cathedrall Church, and therein to 
Preach duly in his courſe. VVhere let there be two Ser- 
mons eycrie Lords-day, and two everic Holyday, and one 
everic other weeke day ; and theſe Sermons to be preact.- 
ed by themſclves in theirturnes, and not by ſubſtitutes; 
the caſe of ſickneſle, neceſſary abſence,or other unavoid- 
able imployment or impediment onely excepted. 
Fourthly,let theſe Prebends, when any of them is void, 
be fetched out of one of the Univerſities, in their turns;out 
of one Univerſitie this time, and out of the other the next 
time, of the Fellowes of the Colledges,of the beſt Learn- 
ing and Life, that be willing to leave the Univerſitie;and 
let them have Libertie to marrie and attend their ſtudy 
at the Cathedrall, to preach, toanſwer all Books of Con- 
trouerſies that come forth, and be ready by often preach- 
ing and ſtudy of Divinity, to come abroad into the Church 
to ſome Paſtorall charge when they ſhall be called. 
Thus ſhall the Church, whenany Church 1s void, have 
place,in everie-part of the kingdometo repair unto,to fetch 
a Man prepared and fitted for the Minifterie, in a Paſto- 
rall caarge. And fo alſo ſhall many, that have not a capa- 
City to live unmarried in. the Univerſity,find a relief here- 


by 
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by to ſuſtain them in honourable and finlefle Matrimonie. 
And mary good Schollers whoſe Gifts languiſh and die in 
the Univerlitie, without any benefit to the publick (be- 
caufe as the poore man at the Poole,they have none to help 
themout to the ſervice of the Church ) ſhall be brought 
forth by this meanes to the great benefit thereof. 

Or, if it be not thought ſo fit; to make the Cathedrals 
Colledges of young Davines : it may to my apprehenſion, 
doe very well, or rather better, to make them Colleges6t 
old Divines. God gave Moſes charge concerning the Le- 


 vites, that they ſhould not goin to wait on the Service of | 


the Tabernacle till twenty five yeares of age 3 and that 
from the age of fifty, they ſhould ceaſe waiting on that 
Service,and ſhould ſerve no more,but Miniſter with their 
Brethren in the Tabernacle to keep the charge ; and ſhall 
ſerve no more, :d eff, Fanguam milites emeriti, they re CX- 
empted, from the carrying of Burthens, and other labori- 
ous works, and are now, ad placetum, in reſped thereof - 
onely overſeeing about the Tabernacle, and direCting the 
younger Levites, or helping them voluntarily, as it ſeem- 
edgood tothem,and as they found themſelves able ; with- 
out that tie and obligation, that lay upon the younger. 
Which hath in it, no doubt, a morality referring to the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel;whoſe labour 1s more conſuming 
than that of the Levites, and requires a maturity of judge- 
ment in which reſpe&, Saint Paul would not have-a Mini- 
ſter be «4» ſo alfo raquires it that ſtrength of body and 
mind that in age & (the infirmities that a ſedentary and 
ſtudious life brings on affiduous & diligent preachers) are 
withered and decayed.Now 1t 15 neither fit that aMiniſter 
when he 1s worn out by labour, ſhould live in want, nor 
that any particular Flock ſhould want a paſtorall ſapply, 


which ſome may poſſible beunfit and unable to,by age or 


fickneſle. Therefore now if it may fo ſeem good it 
were 
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were not amiſſe, that the Cathedralls (everie Prebend 
being made a ſuthcient maintenance ) might be aplace 
of reſt and eaſe to thoſe old Veteran, that have ſerved in 


| he Miniſterie - who may be ch hu (incaſe of unfitneſſe 


to a Paſtorall charge) into the ſocicty of the Prebends, 
as any Prebend hall fall void) our of the Miniſters of 
the ſame Dioceſe, where the Cathedrall is : upon 
which choice he may give over his Paſtorall charge to 
one vouneer, ſtronger, 2nd more fit and able for the con- 
ſtant duries of a Paſtorall Miniſteric ; and find both a 
remiffion from labour, in his age and infirmity, and at- 
tcnd upon the daily ſervice of God, it the Cathedral, 
and perform thedutie of preacuing therein 5 Which will 
not befall him fo often, by tar, as 15 requiſite in him that 
hath the charge of a Congregation; which requires con- 
ſtant and unintermited labour. And here alſo by rÞ1s 
Meanes,may younger Miniſters Or any other, 1 Joubttull 
and difficult caſes of C __ hnde re{olntion from 
experienced: Divines: who; bei! 32 many of then together, 
ſhall beable to give the better (ati: faction. Yet I thinke 
it not fit,in'my OP1nion, to deprive ally; thar 2re in preſent 
poficition ofary dignity-in the Church, of that dignity fo 
long as.they live, e rhey you; or be they old;but that the 
uſage projected, which ſoever of the twain it be, may be- 
g10 In them.that are 1n preſent poſſeſſionzconſt dering, that 
what tl ey have obtz1ned,they bave obtained 1 Ir 11a way e- 
{tabliſhed, in their-time, by the law of the Land, 
And becauſe the badnefſe of. our Government of the 
Church, comes from 'the badnefle of the: Governers, and 
that from the bad Ele&ion of the Biſhops. To prevent 
future miſchief, ir were g00d to reduce the Eledtion of 
Ks 28110 untothe Election of the Clergie, towhom. 
of righe it bel longs ; to preferre one of themſelve, tothat 
Goverrment 
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Government ( for peace and order fake) which is in 
them all 72 communr, by the ordinance of Chriſt, who 
bequeathed the Keyes equally torhem al, and the prela- 
tion of one aboye the reſt; is queſtionleffe, an Ecclefiaſti- 
call, not a Divine Ordir ance. It were therefore fit, when 
any Miniſter 1s cholen into the number of the Prebend:, 
that he be cloſer of the Clergie of the Dioceſſe, xman of 
cood Life and Learains, and onetiat hath been labarious 
in h13 Miniſter icy and not under the age of fifty yezr;s. 
Ard then tat the Deine ard Chapter, with the Pre- 
bends of the Ct: wreh; may haze the free EleQtzon of the 
Biſhop bur of themſelves; as of old they have had, and 
wh wi; cre remometh yet. ſhew, (th 10ugh a meere 
ſhew) In the writ of Conzecelerre, or, at leaſt, that they 
my nominate two or three, and the King to preterre 
which of the two or three ſhall ſeem pleafinzto him. By. 
this meanes ſhall rhe Biſhopbe, i inthe faireſt *probaly Ity 
a fit Governer, 2nd the Clergie the more willingly; and 
freely liveunder his G Government, 1N whole Ele&ion the 
have ad ſome hind and ſtroke 3 and the Biſhop be the 
lefle likely to comply wit!) the mecre will and pleaſure of 
Courtier-, whether Clericall, or Laicall, by whom now 
they areFrouzit in'0 tncir Biſhopricke:, and with whom 
tney mult comply or be removed to a worſe, or poorer 
Biſhoprick, tl ef that they now poſſeſſle. Againſt which, 
proviſion wou'd be made, and 1t provided, "That no Bi- 
ſhop, upon diſpleaſure be put from his Biſhoprick and be 
removedto a worſe, dum bere ſe geſſerit ; ſo ſhall they 
freely and without feare, diſcharge their Conſcience, both 
in Govetnment, and in Parliament : onely rhe cafe of 
theirremovall,carrying themſelves well, would be thus or- 
dered, that what Biſhop ſocver dies, all the Biſhops infe- 
riour to him in place and order of dignity, may be .remo- 


ved 
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ved the next to the dead ſucceeding the dead,ant the next 
htm, %c. and the now Biſhop to come into the loweſt 
and meaneſt Bijſhoiprick: {o thall we not have yong men 
ſet up1n the h gheſt Biſhopricks, to the envie and diſ- 
gra eof thee {der, and more fit for ſuperiour places : ſo 


_ ſh the younger, by time, be fitted for places of greater 


d1*gnity,and more coucernment in the Church:and fo ſhall 
the Revenue of the King be the more augmented, (with 
the contentment. of all the Biſhops) by ſo many removes. 
And it would alſo be provided, That the Archdeacone, 
andthe Deanes of the Cathedrall Churches may be cho- 
ſenby the Cathedrall Churches themſelves, out of the 
Prebends, formerly choſen by the Clergie of the Dioceſle 
into the number ofthe Prebends : ſo ſhall the Canvocati- 
on be brought into a better ſtate then now it is, when both 
the Biſhops, Deanes, and Archdeacons ſhall at the firſt 
bringirg.of them into the number of the Prebends, be 
choſen after fifty yeares of a ge, of the beſt men of the 
Clergy, by the whole Clergy, who, upon krowledge of 
their labours, and deportment in the Miniſterie, have 
worthily elefted them. For it cannot but be ſuppoſed, 
that ſuch men will be more ſenſible of the good 
of the Church , then young fellowes , that lie EaPing 
at the Court for theſe preferments, being proud, vaine, 
idle, and often wicked, and vicious, altogether unfit for, 
and unworthy of fuch high Dignity and preferment in 
the Church : and more unfit and unable to govern others 
that neuer yet ktew how to govern themſelyes ; and moſt 
uncapableof advancing Gods g'/ory, and the ſalvation of 
the people, or to promove and further the preaching of 
the Goſpel ; theſe being things they never thought of 

ſought after,or were acquainted withall. 
Fiftly, and for the daily Serviceof the Cathedalls it i 
rac 


rhe Sctvice* off God; although; tofpeakthe*trath; ir\ is if 


fore part nor fitly carried : and'ir is that Setvice, fortlie 
_performancewhercof,ſome part of the Lands were given. 


Tr would therefore be cortinuts, bur” read plhinly afd' di- 


" ; ſtindly, as inother Charches; without countetfeited voy- 
ces;or the mixture of Mifickeor 'Muſicall'Reſponces*in 

- Prayers; that are of at higher ſtraine thani'to' be played 
- withall : yer the Muſick nor ro be altogether" aboliſhed, 
. but uſed onely. before or after, ot in the middle ;:and a- 
lone; of. ir] the finging'of, Pfalmies of oth&t Hytnines of 
Spirituall Songs, of whenfoever" for their ſakes that de 
light in Muſick,as David'did ; yerſo, as irbe no abuſing, 
darkning-of, or diſhononr to- the Service of God, or the 
underſtanding of the people. And forthe'Sitiginstnen, 
: they are Muſttians,and Muſick's a lawflil and”a laildable 
STience3 and ſome of them imploy* thetrifelves” in” the 

_ - ritie'they are” not. iployed in'the*Chutth, id teaching 
Muſick others. Andthe Choriffersbeing poore' Metis 

_ Children, become'by” being taken'into the Chirch, fits: 
charitatis, and bythe care ard charge of the Church, may 


bebred up, for the ſervice of itin Mufick, if they be fit 
thereunto - and may be al{6 bred to Nang and Cyphe- 
ring by the Singingmien, who would be choſen fit for that 
purpofe> that {6 tke Children, whoſe voyces faile;orare, 
for their capacity; unfit for the Setvice of the” Church, 
may be placed out'to be' Appretitices,.to ſome honeſt 
Trades' and Occupations, by the” Churthy, at* her'owne 


charges. £ S— © LINEA 
” This or-ſome ſuch way may betaken, for reſtoring, of 
_ the: Cathedrals ,- and making, ther profitable to-the 
Church. Burto aboliſh'or deſtroy'rhertsis juſt ſach aRe- 
formationzas if Altaigtey God;ſeeitig faults" in-mankinde; 
to amend theth, ſhould" De once; wag c 
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face of the Earth,as he did in the time of Noah 3 but pro- 
miſcdrodo ſono more. Now if any. chooſe rather to be 
like unto God,in the execution of that judgement, than 1n 


his repenting of it, liking ro way but at once, ro ſieze on 


all,and to ſweep it away: let him. take heed Gol ſweepe 
rot him and his poſterity, his Houſe, and Name, and Mc- 
mory from off the Earth, That he be no more men! 10d 
among the Sons of men,Pſal,83.12. Remembring withall 
theſe dreadtfull Imprecations : on which,who ſo will reade 


the briefe, but excellent Paraphraſe, of that learred 


Knighr, Sir Hezry Spelman, in his Treatiſe, De #03 teme- 
rardis Eccleſits, written to his Ulncle, by occaſion of a 
complaint he made of the unproſperou. ſucceſſe he had in 
building upon apiece of Glebe, belonging to an Impro- 
priation he had 1n his hands :.1t would move his Heart, 
urlleſſe it were more heard and ſenceleſſe than the neither 
Milſtone. Of which nature alſo,is. the. Propheticall curſe 
of good old oſs, on the Sacrilegions enemics of Levz , 
againft whom (after he had deſcribed Lewes Office, Ta 
teach Jacob Gods julgements, and Iſrael bis Law, to put 
Tacenſe before him and whole burnt Sacrifice on his «Altar : 
and then put up a Prayer for. Lev: thus,B ee, O Lord, his. 


ſabſtance, and acce)t the wirke of his Hands) he doth thus. 


Prophetically denounce Judgement againſt his Enemies, 
Smite through the Loines, of them that riſe againſt bam, and 


of them that hale him,that they riſe not agarn. 


And it is a thing to be thonght on, That many ancient: 
Families (as ſomentelligent men have obſerved) who in- 
herized the. Lands of their Anceſtors /ongs ſerie didufia 
4 Majoribu ;-when they took in ſome of the ſpoils made 
in Tithes and Glebe,by the. Statute of Diſſolution : their 
poſſeſſions quickely:ſpued-gut the old pofſeſſors.of them 
2s a loathſome thing ;;the. Bread.of God proving as the 

i LE Bread 
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Bread of deceit, gravell in their Tecth « and the Portion 
of Gods Miniſters becomming like Antimony, or ſome 
ſuch poyſon; that,drank into the Stomacke, provokes ſuch 
- 4 nauceous: £blhorrence 1n4t,that it never reſts till it hath 
empricd it ſclfe bothof the-poyſon that troubles it, and 
of whatſoever elle before lay quietly, and in-offencively 
therein. £ ; IOIWL 
_ I couldtherefore wiſh;That all onr Gentry that would 
preſerve their Inheritance, without ruine to their poſter — 
ty ; would beware they bring-not any'ſpoiles of the 
Cl:urch into their Houles, leſt they be ſpoyled by them ; 
for they are like the Eagles Feathers, by which the Zgyp- 
tians in their Hieroglyphacks ſigntfie, pe 21t roſa potentta , 
for they are ſaid to cohſumeall Feathers among which 
they be mingled,as Prerim relateth of them 
And to preſerve them from this ſin; That they would 
have a Tablet hang up alwaies inthe Dining-Roome, 
where they ordinarily take their repaft - in which ſhould 
be drawnan Alrar,with Fleſh and Fire'on it, for Sacrifice, . 
with an Eagle ready to take wing, having in her Talons a. 
iece of Fleſh, with a burning coale at it, and ſomething 
- beſide it; and higher thanthe Alrar, atall Tree; with an 
| Eagles Neſt in it, andthe Heads'of the young ones'difco- 
veredabove the Neſt, and the Neſt flaming with a light 
fireabout them,with thisInſcription overthe Altar; Nolz 
me Targere, us te & tuos perdam : For things belonging to 
the Altar; will certainly ptove a ſnare to the devourers of 
them ; and like-rhe Gold-of -Tholouſe, or SY Morſe; 25 
Learned Mafter Seldez'{1ith, in his Review, ever fatall to 
theunjuſt poſſeſſors of them. ROY 
. . Concetning the increaſe of Preaching Miniſters nizin- 
tenance: by-theſe Landsas ſome would Wie it}; Þ ſay, is 
is the ſhame of ourChhtch nag Nation, That in all thi; 
: | 


t ime, 
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ti;ncwhercis net ojeable Preacher incyary Congregatian 


of cneKingdome + but: that MLNUILY places, the people tr 3 


as it 2y6re, M.darkenefle and in the ſhadow of Death, 


1*, there /i5 ;no better provaſion for them. in many places 


wagethey he already:forthere ought-to 'beanhonourable 


m1intenance for every Preaching Miniſter as a reward of 
the:Zoſpel of Chriſt, the Loxd and Poſfeſſorof all the 
Exrth;. And enongh would be for them: in every place ; 
but tor the curled plagye .of Impropriations, together 


witatheunjuſt and Antichriſtian cuftomes, preſcriptions, 


«xemptione>, Abby-Lands, and ſuch like tricks of the 


Popes Legerdemaine ; which, even men, that in things of - | 


| 


an 19different nature,cry out of Rome and Antichriſt, cn 
here be content 49treade the ftep>, the idle Monks, and fil- 


thy Nunnesghecrawling Vermine of the Pope, did tread 


befare them, wihout any /cruple of their Confcience. 
The Tithes arethemeſt proper maintMance of-the Mini- 
ftery:and it were fit every. Cocke ſhould transferre the 
Water of iss owne proper. Ciſterne : and to endeayour 
ſome increaſe of Preaching n eve 
ry poare. Y.icaridge of the Kingdome ; rhatway were to 


"Rs | 


goe it the right-and proper way. But while men talke -of 
Maintenance for - able Miniſters , and thinke 'not bf 
allowing any thing; to that purpoſe,our of rhe Tither,chat - 


have been unjuſtly taken from them heretofore,andare yet 
a unjuſtly. and uncenſcionably detained from” them; in 
hands improper for. them ; tur think'to mend them out 
of other Lands of the Clergy; who will thinke this ralke 
the talke of Men truely Religious, andnot rather an'imi- 
tation of the Phariſces Hypocrites, That Lay beavie bur- 
thens on other mens-ſhoulders, which they will nat put forth 
Ny 


one 0f therr own. fingerstq touch, Mat. 4.4. ' 


througn wantof Preaching.. And allo a ſhame and 1m ur 


Minifters maintenance 1n eve- 


to 


Nolkave nargre- 

Whit .Awrnu% ikkred: Daved His ihroſhirig:flobte, 
10 build ;&n 'Altarondnddwerſe obhet:thingsmumticently 
far the: Sactithee;; Dowawould ;not receive ibofgitr,but 
would buy It: and pay-for-it 5 .laying; Gaal forbed. 1 Ypould 
. offer Baorrfuce to God of the! coffs, mae noight, 21. Sam. 29.24. 
\ And ſhall wethink wehave arquittted our : [Elyes:wellan 
Reformatzon, by taking away the Lands and Glebe: ahd 
Tithe, given formerly byothers,;orby giving patt-of thoſe 
 Landsto the maintenancevfpanifill;Minrfters;, tharwdre 


wel crtioush content iwith:theTirhes & Glebetheyhad be- - 


fore, if we could have let themalone, and nothbavegone on 
in rbe deformity the: Pop=.had' brought: them- but 
been.content to bave;taken themaway fromthe Abbizgin 
the Diflolution, -and baye.reNtored: them to.cveric Paftor 
and Vicar, which'was our:dutie 3. and-the tefe&t whereof 
will continue a Sinne upon'our Nation, whilethe>Impro- 
 priations continue, which-yet I'doeinot fee any ttefires of 

amendment .1n-: For, though we .tatk of nothaig vic 

then Reformation + yetiwe thinkof-ndthing lofſe- chontt- 
.fe&tingany part thercof by any: colt of our 'ofFtig but df 


robbing Peter topay Potl,and iti ſtebd of niakingarly (te- 


ftitution of that violently takei away before we :bethiak 
-us of ſeizing-anto our hands the-poſſefſions: leftiIbehind, 
that hithertochath ſeaped our fingers; whith: other before 


us, have bequeathed to the Service of God; without: any 


Burthen of onepennie to be laid on our ſhoulders. A'pra- 


ice doubtleſſe,. diſcovering noheartio's 


goad npilbwothe 


Preachers of the Goſpel +)cbutriieb bb abeye-arthoghlo- | 


ſperity of the Clergie : which ſonieeRtpieſie; wheh che 


fay,tf them Revenue mere leſftifhey wowld bedetter and dombre 


Service ts Chiiſtiand bn Ghirchs Wbams Tkmwiiothoby 


there ſhould be: Tuppoled ur-abrotfidtence of Grace; and 
adeſife toglorifie God with richer, more ina rich Clergy 


Man, 


- 


22 .Noli me-'tangere. _ 
_ Man, then'in a rich Layman :1and Times and Hiftorics, 
-and -experience afford us examples of rich 'Mininifters 
as; Painfull as: any. that be 'poorer'; and of as idle and 
wicked, and proud poore, as be any of the rich, and of as 
_. ungodly richmen'ef all other conditions, and unprofirable, 
as'priping Uſurersas vile-Opprefſors, as cruell and unjuſt 
Lords totheir Copyholders and Tenents, as ordinary yio- 
laters of 'Parliamentarie Lawes, as well as of Divine 
Lawes, asiany rich Clergy Man that was ever in the 
"Church. Certainly. Sirs, if a man.have Riches; the may 
doethe good he cannot 'in povertie, and goe the more 
-chearfully, through hiscalling, if God ſanflific his Riches 
by his Grace x, withont which, it 15 not! Poverty that 
- makes2: Mani the: better. The: truth 15, -both Riches, and 
- Poverty,'are Rocks on whichi'many ſplit, both Miniſters 
andptople-; and 4475 prayeriis beſt, To be fed with faod 
corxventent; Andit, letting that'alone, to the Clergy that 
berRichy that God hath giventhem, Men would take care, - 
that-podte' Miniſters, might betaken off from the diftra- 
*@ionsof Poverty,by their coſt,that ought to be at the coſt; 
all the preaching Minifters'inthe kingdome” would thank 


co 
7 =. 


-God;and think they had lived to ſee that happy day,which 
'maiyyſhave deſare toſfe,: but never ſaw + and which T fear 
- mine eyes thalliiever ſee, while they ſhall enjoy the light 
of the>Snmnet oc Jo 2 oY i 
-108 1291553 390410 Deb 5d 910Q bf | 
1: [tywouldtherefore bea good work'of us, toipray God our 
- [Darldamenr mould bend/rhemſelves,cthis way; a:way. that 
would be mvelhnfor the honour of vhargreat aſſembly, for 
the daferie-ofrhe King and fare, rhe Land, and Nation, 
Bir fromel© featfull.\Judgements» of 
teh ;Curſe 0902: whole 
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Imptepriatiohs(one of the beſÞ works rhat hath berti-un-- 
dertaken; inthis.laſt'age-of the World) that they, in- 
time, may buy'them'in; it (atleaſt) any Man will now 
Sivemeny- to that worke, which may: be doubted, if the 
Eands remaining ſhould be altenated:; for haw can they: 
expett: the good: they- ayme-at ſhall- continue, and-the 
Tittes nor be taken away againe, after they- have bonghe 
them with their owne money, and returned' thera-to the 
Miniſtery:a-ſecond:time, if they ſhall ſee fo little regard 
had' to things already: beſtowed on-them, at' the coſt of 
others ;-and {0 ſmall conſideration had'of Chriſts. Min'- 
ſters;. and fuch-a-low-acconnt made of them, as Mende 
fece: pletss,;not: worthy, peradventure, to bee' compared 
with: the: Greomes or: Horſe-keepers of great: Perfona-: 
ges3-but rather to be likened to ce ng of their ſtables, 
whichthe Groomes«(who-are-moſt ad4' hee 19ones) were 
wont. to ſweepe away from the face of the: Earth, and. 
caſt it to the Dunghill, the filthe of the World, and-the” 
ofsconring of all things, as the Apoſtles were accotmted 
by Pagans, when they!lived)' amonsſ-them, a people'un- 
worthy of-any-eſteem, orthought, both baſe of* birth and. 
breeding/not:onely hum-ſerpert, but like'705 his abject?, 
the: ſonnesvof vil lains-and-bondmen;, more viſe- than the- 
Earth chey:crawleupon;fit for nothing} but robe: expo- 
{cd to the ſpoite and rapine of catchitand ſnatch; worthy 
onely-too be: bought; ſould; undone; :and beggerd, giyen 
awayiatcthe'pleaſure!of: men, as-men unworthy of that 
commit: Jaſtice; that ialother ſubjeRs'enjoy*: evert the 
very:Saorulepers ithemfelues ,” inctherr: Tmptopriations : 
which many mendoe- think; thouzh'ertoniouſly, can'wirh 
ro Juſtice be taken from them. Yer't'were gqod to fer 
uptheſe Feoffers ;: if, peradyenture; Got may. nyc 
OE nt | earts 
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Hearts of men togive tothe worke, and: leave. the ſuc- 


ceſſe to God; that ſo,intime,by Gods bleſſing,the Imi- 


propriations may,be bought in: and the meantime till 
they can be bought in, The, Feoffees may. advance, as 
they did ſometimes, ina juſt-and godly. way,.the' honour 


of the Goſpel by ſending painfull and godly Miniſters 
into many great Congregations, ſtarved before by reaſon - 


of the Impropriations ; which, without queſtion are 


one of the unjuſteſt, and abſurdeſt things, and ore of the- 
uns fins of the Land,at this day except not Non-reſi- | 


ency,though it be one of the great Banes of the Church 
andrub, in the way of the clear and free: paſſage of the 
Goſpel, by the preaching of - it which it, mught have 


gotten, into before this time, fincethe riſe of it in this _ 


Narion,had ſucha godlycare been taken for- Kr; 25S ought 


to have been taken that way, andif the furtherarcce of 


this work,. concerning the redution of Impropriati- 
ons be approved ; two things would be thought on,, very 
availableto advanceit..  ___ _ es 
"Ones, the removing that great rub in the way, to 


many thar are willing reely to reſtore Improriations,. 


that is, the Licence of Alienation, that they may notbe 


put to great charge, .in purchafing Licences to reſtore. 


the Tithes to the Church - and alſo to facilitate the 
Feoffees in their. buying, in what they buy ;; that the 
money eneruſted with rhem may go the furcher, in ac 
compel ing their intention that give this way, 

Theo 
the: purchaſe of 


E priation: 


ther thing is, that 2 certain rate may be ſet an 
f Impropriations, not to be exceeded, 


Per Tap pob PHLanfull-ey any Many voan the, 
| teiger of that value; to refuſe to part with his Inipro- 
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priation: without whuch:proviſion, cavetous men, when, 


they ſee the works begin to thrit>, will takeadvantage,” 
to'Inhance the value of their Impropriarions, 'or or, 
other reſpects, refuſe to part with che in places that | 
are moſt Populous, and where there may be the 'grea- | 
reſt pood done, by. a Preaching Miniftry ; and lo, el- 

ther prevent the maine intentions of our Parliaments ; 

which is, To ſettlea Preaching Miniſtry, and ro advance 

the knowledge of Chriſt "Jeſu, of at leaſt, retard”the 
Work, and make it move forward miore lowly than is. 
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Godgrant the Parliament the aſhſtance of his Grace , 
and Bleſſing, to atchreve this great works, in an'Holy = 
and Juſt w.y." But for che chings that yet 'remaine to'. 
the Clergie, God grant rhem Wiledome, to ſee the In-" 
juſtice and” Impiety of. the' Peoples defires this way : _ 
who are, for the moſt part, ſed by wicked Paſſions and 3 
diſtemper:; rather that'by reaſon abd Religion eſpeci-” 
ally, ar rhis rime, wherein the Brownifts much increaſe, ' 
& abundance of Pcople look that wayzandwirh all their | 
might, ery down thEmaintenanceof Learning; defirmp 
an Awbipt iſticall L;3kbreyito doe every man what hee 
lis? which Liberry'will:not be,obreyned, till the Cler-" * 
gy be brouglit to five'on Almes.; which is the thing they | 
ayme at, and Call it; a' Mointenance ordained by Chriff,” | 
But 1!:ope;the Wiſtdome of, dur S2ge+; bei og ofa fb. 
jime and Noble SH wal ROI Heath he" 
Inſcriprion, that's wrirrenon allchings coaſecrared and. .. 
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Noli me tangere. 


perdam ; that they may feare, and Leatne to & no more , 
preſumptnouſly 1m this kunde, as ſome have done, that 
| have gone before them ; who have given their ac+ 
count before now; to that Judge, to whom 
they alſo.ſhall grve account, 2. **.." 
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